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ings, of heroic figures, of reverses of fortune, of glory
and disaster." *
The governing authorities of AbySvSmia are to-day,
firstly, the Empress, now in retirement, the King,
Ras Tafari, and the Ministers and Provincial
Governors. The next most important element in
the realm is the Church. Beneath these is the
mass of the people, the Abyssinians themselves ;
in point of fact, the Government of Abyssinia is
an absolute monarchy, and its social system a
feudal one, based on serfdom and slavery* Ras
Tafari, the ruler, appears to be an autocrat, whose
activities are only limited by the exigencies of
political and theological circumstances.
The population of Abyssinia, like much else in
that country, is only a matter of conjecture. Whether
there are eight millions, or ten millions, or fifteen
millions of people, nobody knows, but it is pro-
bably safe to put the population at something
like 10,000,000, and it seems certain that, so far
as rough estimates can be made, the slave popu-
lation exceeds 2,000,000, and indeed, one reliable
authority states that 2,000,000 is a very moderate
estimate. The actual Abyssinian population, that
is, Abyssinians properly so-called, numbers less
than 4,000,000, and occupies less than one-third
of the whole country, the remainder being composed
of the Galla and other African tribes,
* In the Country of the Blue Wife, p. 238,